Piecing together the vertebrate skull.
In a 1993 Development paper, the quail-chick chimera system was applied to decipher the embryonic origin of the bones of the head skeleton of the avian embryo. The data reported in this article, together with those from previous works, allowed us to assign a precise embryonic origin to all the bones forming the avian skull. It turned out that their major source is the neural crest, with additional contributions from the head paraxial mesoderm and the first five somites, laying to rest a long-standing debate about the origin of the skull.